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 From the editor:
Greeting to all Ethiopians and friends of Ethiopia!!! 

We are pleased to share with you our 6th  newsletter and the 
many great  news it brings your way.  

we have continued our focus on our mission of educating, 
enabling  and  sustaining  the  youth.  Our  YESSERA  team  from 
Bekoji (Class of 2009) has engaged in the production of cinder 
blocks  with  support  from  YESSERA  and  the  local  community 
leaders. YESSERA-Assosa trainees have  graduated from OICE 
in  2010  and  are  working  on  developing  bamboo  furniture 
enterprise in Assosa. Our class of 2011, YESSERA-Ebinat, was 
a collaboration between YESSERA and a team from Gonder area. 
They  are  on  track  to  graduate  in  September.  Our   next 
candidates  will  be  selected  from Metu,  Illuababor  -  another 
joint project  between YESSERA and  two Ethiopians from Metu. 
We are excited  about our evolving  joint projects which enable 
us extend our reach to the furthest part of Ethiopia.
 On  a  related  topic,  we  are  pleased  to  announce  the 
establishment  of  YESSERA-Ethiopia,  a  nonprofit  organization 
incorporated in Ethiopia  and fully supported by YESSERA. The 
formation  of   YESSERA-Ethiopia  is   a  major  milestone  for 
YESSERA as it will give us the venue to collaborate with local as 
well as international NGO's.  
   Thanks to the continuing  hard work of the board members, 
our support base has increased. More Ethiopians are supporting 
our  cause.  We  are  appreciative  of  this  progress  and  are 
encouraged to continue recruiting more Ethiopians to join us. We 
urge you to continue your patronage and support. Please access 
our website at www.yessera.org for latest updates and to danate 
to our projects. 
PLEASE JOIN US! LET'S  EDUCATE, ENABLE, AND SUSTAIN 
THE YOUTH OF ETHIOPIA! 
 Negesse Gutema (ngutema@comcast.net)

Hawassa - Class of 2005 – 2006 
(12)

A message from the Executive Director:
Yessera has come a long way. A decade of 

continued labor has brought together hearts and minds, 
inside and outside Ethiopia—not only to keep hope alive 
among destitute youth, but also to fan among visionaries 
the flame of a transformed world. Much is in place thus—
thanks to all those who’ve joined hands—to continue in the 
Yessera spirit of dreaming high and working hard.

• We want to deepen and widen Yessera’s 
achievements. More volunteers, trainees, locations, 
and sectors of engagement and enterprising.

• We want Yessera to actively accommodate the 
personal visions of our volunteers so they can 
unleash their creativity in new approaches, 
technologies, diversified experimental subgroups.

• Time for Yessera to be a gathering place and a 
think-tank for the many differing energies aiming 
for the same good out there—forums, discussions, 
seminars and partnerships and collaborations with 
groups, organizations and innovative individuals.

• Time for Yessera to start on its mega collaborative 
venture that will house its dreams and actions. 
Yessera Training Center.

    A decade ago, Yessera was a tiny candle flame in the 
hearts of very few. Now the illumined many corners, 
beckon us all—higher and higher. My sincere bow to the 
determined ones that have brought Yessera thus far. For 
a truly widening bright future in deed in the making, 
where else then, precious Yessera, but onward and upward!

Aklilu

Ebinat - Class of 2011 (10) Debre Berhan -  Class of  
2008 (11)
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 Taking Turns – YESSERA graduates have a major role  
to play  By Mr. Barrett Sundberg, YESSERA Board member.

This year, Yessera reaches a milestone.  When our newest graduation occurs 
this year,  Yessera will  have  enabled more than 50 young people from poor 
families in Ethiopia to gain needed vocational training after high school.  We 
have interviewed candidates from numerous regions and ethnic groups, paid for 
training in Addis Ababa at the OICE (Opportunities Industrialization Center - 
Ethiopia),  provided  careful  supervision  during  training,  and  provided  varied 
postgraduate  support.   Our  graduates  have  formed  cooperative  businesses, 
become employers, and launched careers.  Yet I feel this is only a start. 

Going  forward,  we  should  focus  on  broadening  the  students’ skills,  and  building  a  more 
general  business  ability.   From now on,  each  group,  existing  and  new,  should  be   supported   in 
developing a clearer idea of how to  show responsible use of resources, so that donors (and, in the 
students’ future,  investors)  can  see  that  donations  to  Yessera  will  have  concrete  results  –  and  the 
graduates can focus on plans where small investments bring large returns.  Focusing more on computer 
skills instead of just the previous emphasis on construction could bring huge rewards, not only in jobs, 
but in communication.  Our graduates should become part of a large network of talented people rising  
in life – not just by communicating with each other, but by sharing ideas with other rising people in 
similar situations throughout the world.  There are many ideas and supportive people in the world; our  
graduates  should  gather  numerous  ideas,  select  the  best  ones,  put  them  into  practice,  and  be  a 
crossroads for excellence in the developing world.  

As the graduates improve their skills, from now on when they graduate, they should be ready 
to obtain capital for their ventures from sources outside Yessera. The program should shift to include 
developing ideas and submitting grants during training, so that grants for students’ initial businesses are 
obtained by graduation.  As a bridge to this stage, one or more Yessera volunteers could become an 
initial writer of grant proposals to websites that invite proposals throughout the world and link them 
with donors.  The students can each be responsible for writing a proposal; the volunteer can paste or 
edit their proposals into the websites’ formats.  Later, the students can see what worked, and learn to do 
all the steps themselves.

One immediate grant idea would be an annual conference of all Yessera graduates.  This could 
be planned for graduation week from OICE.  The graduates can exchange successes, brainstorm on 
overcoming problems, build supportive relationships, and share information about opportunities.  The 
conference would also provide a time- and cost-efficient  location for   experts and supporters  from 
inside the country and outside,  to provide further skills training in business, technical areas, and so on.  
Other rising groups’ leaders could also be invited to attend.

   Yes,  We can make a difference!!!  

    በእብናት የሙያ ሠልጣኞች የተፃፈ ግጥም
    እስኪ በሥማም ብዬ ልጀምር ሠላምታ፣

  ከተቀመጥንበት ከአለንበት ቦታ፣
    ትንሽ ግጥም ልጻፍ ከጥዋትም ከማታ፣
   ለኛም ለወደፊት ቢሆነን አለኝታ።
    በደቡብ ጎንደር ዞን በእብናት ወረዳ፣

     ትንሽ ግጥም ልጻፍ ከጥዋትም ከማታም  
 ወይም ከማለዳ።
   እብናት እብናት እረንዴት ላርግሽ፣

  ወጣቱ ሥራቶ ተንገላታልሽ፣
    መላ ፈጥረሽ አንች ያዥው በጀሽ።

   እብናት እብናት እብናት ውቢቱ፣
     ብዙ ልጆች አሉሽ ቤት የመሠረቱ።
   እህቴ ልበልሽ ወይስ እናትየ፣
    እናት እህት ሳልል ልበልሽ እትዬ፣

   ፊደላት ቆጥሬ ቀለማት ለይቸ፣
    ያወኩብሽ አንች ልበልሽ እናትየ።

     ሥምሽን ሲጠሩሽ ገና ከሩቅ ሁነው፣
   ሁሉም ይደሰታል በአካባቢሽ ያለው።

    ስምስሽም ጥሩ ነው አካባቢሽ ያምራል፣
   ውበትሽን ለማየት ሁምሉም ይሸበራል።

   እብናትን ለማልማት ሁሉ ሲገባው፣
   ሁሉም ተበታትኖ ገባ በፊናው።

    ሥራ እንሥራ ብሎ ሁሉም ሲነሳሳ፣
     የይሠራ አለሁላችሁ ብሎ ቀኝ እጁን አነሣ፣
   ድሆችን ለመርዳት አሁንም አልሣሣ።

   የድሃ ቤተሰብ ምንም የለለው፣
    ይሠራ ድርጅት ሠው አስመሰለው።

   የሚበላው አጥቶ የሚለብሰው ጠፍቶ፣
    እውቀቱን አሣየው ብርሃኑን ሰጥቶ፣

   ወጣቱም ተነስትዋል እውቀቱን አብርቶ።
    የይሠራ ድርጅት እኔ የምልህ፣
   ደሆችን ለመርዳት የተነሣህ ነህ
   በዝያው ቀጥልበት አለን ከጀርባህ።

  በእብናት ይሠራ ተማሪዎች።

Mr. Barrett Sundberg

10203 Corkwood Rd. #103 Dallas  
TX 76238 
2260 25th PL NE,  Washington 
D.C. 20018 
Toll Free 1866 616 7744 
Cell  703 628 5716

 Aster's Ethiopian  Restaurant,  
2804 N IH 35 Austin TX 78705 
(512)369-5966 
www.astersethiopian.com 
email bekele11@msn.com. 

Discovery Consultancy Services.  
P. O. Box 30357 Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia. 011-251-11 122 1571,  
Cell 011-251-91 161 8440 
fassdiscovery@ethionet.et

OICE - e-mail oic_e@yahoo.comlion.guard@sympatico.ca

OUR SPONSORS

To Donate to Our Cause...
1. Go to  www.yessera.org  and donate on line
2. Send funds to the following address

YESSERA.
P. O. Box 4242   Austin, TX 78765
Tel / Fax. (512) 302-4222    

3. Consider adding YESSERA to your  
company's charitable contribution list and 
matching grant list

YESSERA is a nonprofit organization.
Your Donations are tax deductible  

Please send comments and questions to 
info@yessera.org. 
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